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THE FORBIDDEN SNARE
A GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL DELIVERANCE & FREEDOM • INSTRUCTOR & TEACHING NOTES

Source Document: Setting Captives Free
Part Two Study Guide

Target Audience: Ministry Leaders,
Teachers & Discipleship Groups

Core Focus: Legal Doorways, Strongholds
& Freedom

CURRICULUM PURPOSE & FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE
Teaching Overview: Demonic influence is predicated on "legal ground"—doorways or footholds that provide spiritual right to influence,
manipulate, or torment. This curriculum outlines the mechanics of spiritual bondage, mental strongholds, false worship, forbidden occult
practices, and the definitive biblical pathway to deliverance through Jesus Christ.

I UNDERSTANDING LEGAL DOORWAYS & FOOTHOLDS
In spiritual warfare, demonic forces cannot enter or influence a person's life without a doorway or foothold that grants them the
legal right to operate. Satan relies on ungodly entry points established through willful disobedience, spiritual compromise, or
ancestral ties.

Key Biblical Examples of Legal Ground

Biblical Figure Scripture Spiritual Legal Ground & Mechanics

Simon Peter Luke 22 Satan asked permission to "sift" Peter. Jesus prayed for Peter's faith rather than commanding
the devil away. Peter's failure of faith (rooted in fear and doubt) created legal entry to
influence him into denying Christ.

Job Job 1 Job initially offered no legal ground through personal sin. However, God granted limited
permission (legal right) for Satan to test Job's circumstances within strictly defined
boundaries.

King David 1 Chron 21 /
2 Sam 24

David's sinful census reflected self-reliance and a lack of trust in God. This act of willful pride
provided legal ground for Satan to move against Israel.

Judas Iscariot John 13:27 By harboring greed and a willingness to betray Jesus, Judas provided "plenty of legal
ground," allowing Satan to directly enter him.
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Primary Categories of Legal Entry

Category Description & Spiritual Impact

Sins & Iniquity Willful sin opens the initial door. Persistent sin leads to ungodly habits, then demonic compulsions, and
ultimately iniquity, where the soul becomes dominated by irresistible demonic desires.

Soul Ties Spiritual "bridges" formed between people through adultery, fornication, or unhealthy emotional
dependencies. Demons use these ties as conduits to move from one person to another.

Sexual Immorality Stepping out of God's prescribed order (Leviticus 18, Romans 1) into rebellion, including
homosexuality, prostitution, child molestation, and pornography.

Demonic Vows Conscious or unconscious "spiritual signatures" given through cult rituals, secret societies (e.g.,
Freemasonry), or dabbling in the occult (horoscopes, tarot).

Unforgiveness Refusal to forgive blocks God's forgiveness, keeping active sins in place and providing legal ground for
"tormentors" (demons) to operate.

Ancestral / Generational Sins and occult involvement of ancestors cause generational curses that affect descendants (Exodus
20:5, Leviticus 26:40-42).

Rejection Often rooted in childhood trauma; breaks down love, invites spirits of depression and low self-esteem,
and frequently drives individuals toward cultic validation.

Addictions Addictions to drugs, alcohol, or gambling are visible "fruits" of an underlying "strong man" (root cause)
like unresolved pain or trauma, lowering spiritual defenses.

Cursed Objects Physical items (idols, occult books, charms, certain media/toys) carry spiritual value and act as
"magnets" for demonic hosts in a home.

II STRONGHOLDS OF THE MIND
A stronghold is defined as an "incorrect thinking pattern" or a spiritual fortress established by Satan within the mind. These are
thoughts, human arguments, or intellectual pretensions that exalt themselves against the true knowledge of God.

The Anatomy of a Stronghold (2 Corinthians 10)
• 1. Arguments (Logismos): Human reasoning and philosophical constructs that contradict divine revelation. When an
individual trusts personal logic over Scripture, a mental fortress is built.

• 2. Pretensions (Hupsoma): "High things" or spiritual pride. This represents mind idolatry, where human intellect and ego
are exalted above God's authority.

• 3. Thoughts (Noema): Schemes, devices, or twisted mental patterns. When human logic becomes a survival scheme
contrary to God's directives, the mind becomes captive to Satan's devices.

Biblical Strategy for Demolishing Mental Strongholds

Pillar Strategy Biblical Mechanics & Execution

The Weapon of Truth Deception can only be dismantled by divine Truth—the unadulterated Word of God.

Renewing the Mind Based on Romans 12:2, transformation requires the constant "washing of the Word" to align thought
patterns with Scripture.

Identifying the 'Strong Man' To tear down a stronghold, believers must identify the underlying root force (e.g., greed, lust, fear)
and filter every thought through Scripture.

III THE WEB OF FALSE WORSHIP & IDOLATRY
Satan's overarching objective is to establish a different order of worship. Idolatry occurs whenever devotion, time, or affection
is exalted above the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Secret Societies and Cultic Organizations

Organization Key Beliefs & Demonic Deceptions

Freemasonry A non-Christian occult religion teaching a false path to salvation. High-level degrees (30th–32nd) allege
that "Lucifer is good and Adonay [God] is evil." Incorporates Kabbalistic and Gnostic elements centered
on Hiram Abiff.

Mormonism Founded by Joseph Smith; teaches non-biblical doctrines such as eternal progression (man becoming a
god) and plural marriage while relying on non-canonical texts.

Scientology Created by L. Ron Hubbard; utilizes "auditing" procedures based on the belief that immortal alien beings
("thetans") are trapped in human bodies.

Church of Satan Founded by Anton LaVey. Promotes "Atheistic Satanism," using Satan as a metaphor for self-gratification
and exalting self-will above God.

The New Age Movement & Esotericism
The New Age movement operates as an umbrella system built upon monism (All is One) and pantheism (All is God):

• Evolutionary Godhood: The deceptive premise that human beings are evolving spiritually into divine "gods."

• Maitreya: Positioned by New Age teachers as the expected "World Teacher" for all religions; identified biblically as a
demonic counterfeit or Antichrist figure.

• Cosmic Christ: A philosophy reinterpreting "Christ" as an impersonal universal consciousness or principle within all
humanity, denying the unique, historical Person and deity of Jesus Christ.

IV FORBIDDEN PRACTICES & THE OCCULT
Deuteronomy 18 explicitly warns believers against engaging in demonic counterfeits to the Holy Spirit. These forbidden arts are
classified as detestable spiritual abominations.

Forbidden Practice Source Definition & Spiritual Reality

Divination / Fortune-telling Attempting to gain supernatural insight or foresee future events through rituals or demonic assistance
rather than the Holy Spirit.

Necromancy Consulting or summoning the spirits of the dead. Entities that appear are familiar spirits/demons
mimicking deceased individuals.

Palmistry Studying hand lines to predict the future. Requires demonic assistance to grant supernatural "vision."

Tarot / Cartomancy Utilizing arcana cards to tap into spiritual forces or a pseudo "collective unconscious."

Astral Travel Out-of-body travel where the "astral body" enters other spiritual planes, leaving the individual exposed
to demonic eavesdropping or oppression.

Hypnosis Bypassing conscious guardrails to tap the subconscious. Highly dangerous as it traps subconscious
controls and opens doorways to demonic entry.

Numerology Studying occult relationships between numbers, dates, and human events.

Magick Distinct from stage illusions; the deliberate application of supernatural power to force reality to match
one's personal will.

V SPIRITUAL DELIVERANCE: SETTING THE CAPTIVES FREE
The ultimate mission of believers is fulfilling Isaiah 61:1—proclaiming liberty to captives and opening prison doors to those who
are bound.
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The Biblical Path to Complete Freedom
• 1. Truth (John 8:32): Knowing and embracing the Truth (Jesus) sets individuals free. Captives must identify and renounce
the specific lies they have believed.

• 2. Repentance & Baptism (Acts 2:38): The foundational gateway: genuine repentance, baptism in the name of Jesus
Christ, and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.

• 3. Abiding in Christ (John 15): Maintaining freedom by remaining strictly under the spiritual lordship and dominion of
Christ.

• 4. Resisting the Devil (James 4:7): The biblical formula: First submit to God, then actively resist the devil, and he will flee.

Correcting Media & Hollywood Distortions

Hollywood Distortion Biblical Reality & Ministry Truth

Power Imbalance Movies often portray the devil as equal or stronger than ministers. In reality, the Name of Jesus
possesses supreme, absolute spiritual authority.

Reliance on Religious
Objects

Using holy water, salt, or crucifixes as "magic wands" is ineffective. Authority comes through faith and
an active relationship with Christ, not physical relics.

Clerical Exclusivity Deliverance is not reserved for specialized ordained priests; casting out spirits is the duty and right of
all true disciples of Jesus.

THE LEGAL BASIS OF REDEMPTION
The Sufficiency of the Cross: Liberation is anchored in the physical and spiritual suffering of Jesus. The agony of the crucifixion—nails
driven through wrists, the crown of thorns, and the spear in His side—was the ultimate act of love. The shed blood of Christ provides the
sole legal means for humanity to be redeemed and set free from every forbidden snare.


