THE DISCIPLE OF GOD: TEACHING NOTES

Part One: Principles & Foundations of Spiritual Apprenticeship

TEACHING PURPOSE

Overview for Teachers & Leaders: This document provides a systematic outline of the principles of Christian discipleship
drawn from The Disciple of God: Living by Spirit and Word. Use these notes to guide small groups, leadership training, or
personal spiritual mentoring.

1. Defining a True Disciple

Discipleship is the primary mandate for all believers. It begins with a personal commitment to follow Jesus and extends
directly to the task of discipling others.

WORD STUDY & CORE MEANING (Mathetes)

Greek Root: The word disciple derives from the Greek mathetes (the learning one), which originates from the verb
manthano (to learn).

+ The Apprentice Model: A disciple is an apprentice learning directly from a master tradesman, or an imitator of a teacher.
* Knowledge & Action: A true disciple does not merely accumulate information but acts upon it. Knowing Jesus' teachings
without putting them into practice disqualifies one from the biblical definition of a disciple.

* Role of the Teacher: Jesus remains the one true Teacher and Lord. A disciple follows and learns continuously but never
replaces the Master.

The Universal Calling:

* Beyond Titles: Discipleship does not depend on ecclesiastical status or formal theology degrees. It is the fundamental
identity of all who accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.

» Continuous Learning: One never 'graduates' from discipleship because Jesus never ceases to be the Master. Whether
serving as a pastor or missionary, the primary calling remains that of a follower.

* Equality in Service: Scriptural discipleship rejects the artificial division between 'clergy and laity." All believers are
collectively called to build the Kingdom of God.
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2. Becoming a True Disciple: The Path of Following

Becoming a disciple requires a total shift in priorities and a deliberate willingness to abandon self-reliance for a life of
active faith.

Scriptural Basis | Description & Practical Impact

Faith in His Identity Luke 9:18-20 Believing in the heart that Jesus is The Christ of God, 'the Son of the living God.'

Denying the Self Luke 14:27 Dying daily to old attitudes of envy, pride, selfishness, and uncontrolled anger.

Daily Cross-Bearing Luke 9:21-23 A daily commitment to put the flesh to death and reject sin's dominion.

Renouncing Possessions Luke 14:33 Prioritizing relationship with Christ above all material security and physical
possessions.

Losing One's Life Matthew 16:25 Willingness to lay down personal hopes and ambitions to fulfill the Lord's calling.

KEY TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE

The New Wineskin Principle: Following Jesus requires becoming a 'new wineskin.' A disciple cannot carry the glory of the
New Covenant while holding onto old habits and destructive mindsets. This transformation is an ongoing daily process of
repentance and spiritual maturity.

3. The Heart of a Disciple: Sonship and Relationship

True discipleship is defined by relationship rather than religion. It is an internal state of being rather than a series of

external rituals.

* The Secret Place (Psalm 139): Discipleship is birthed in the 'secret place' of His presence where sonship and
daughtership are renewed.

* Divine Fusion: It involves a daily spiritual fusion of the believer's spirit with God's Holy Spirit.

* Identity in Royalty: Disciples operate as Kingdom royalty and co-heirs. Spiritual authority stems directly from knowing
one is a child of the Most High.

MENTORSHIP & DISCIPLEMAKING

The Core Purpose of Ministry: The primary goal of Jesus' ministry was to teach sonship and daughtership. Mature
disciples (mentors) serve as spiritual fathers or mothers, taking younger believers 'under their wing' to help them mature into
the image of Christ—never to make them clones of the mentor.
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4. Walking in Authority and Legal Standing

A disciple walks in the functional authority of Jesus Christ, made possible through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

* Source of Authority: Spiritual authority is not based on human titles, credentials, or natural gifts, but strictly on
relationship and obedience.

* Legal Standing: In the spiritual domain, authority is a matter of legality." A true disciple has full legal backing from the
Kingdom of Heaven.

« Spiritual Recognition (Acts 19): Both God and spiritual forces recognize true authority. As demonstrated by the seven
sons of Sceva, demonic forces expose those operating under false, religious authority.

* The Great Commission Mandate: Authority is granted for mission—to drive out impure spirits, heal diseases, and
proclaim freedom to captives.

* Binding and Loosing (Matthew 16:19): Armed with the 'keys of the kingdom,' disciples possess authority through the
Word and Spirit to tear down strongholds, bring light into darkness, and bind and loose according to the will of Heaven.

5. Walking in Obedience: Commandments and God's Will

Obedience is the essential evidence of true love for Christ (John 14:15). It requires adhering to both the written Word and
the specific, personal will of God.

WORD STUDY: PLEROO (Fulfiliment of the Law)

The Spiritual Law (Pleroo): Jesus did not come to destroy the Law but to fulfill it (pleroo — to complete or accomplish its
true purpose).

« Higher Spiritual Standard: While ceremonial rituals no longer apply, Jesus elevated the moral law (e.g., hatred is
spiritual murder; lust is spiritual adultery).

* Spirit vs. Letter: Disciples keep the living spirit of the law through the Holy Spirit rather than rigid letter-by-letter
legalism.

* Rejecting Moral Relativism: Disciples actively refuse to 'do what is right in their own eyes' (Judges 21:25), aligning
instead with the absolute truths of the King.

* Submission and Yielding: Praying '"Your will be done' is an act of trust that yields personal plans to God's superior
sovereign design.

* Leading of the Spirit: The Holy Spirit serves as the Counselor and Helper who continually reveals the Father's mind to
the disciple.
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6. Cultivating a Kingdom Mindset

A disciple must cultivate a mindset centered on the eternal Kingdom rather than earthly survival or self-aggrandizement.

* Seek First the Kingdom (Matthew 6:33): Prioritizing God's Kingdom and righteousness guarantees that physical needs
(food, clothing) will be provided by the Father.

* Building the House of God (Haggai): Believers must not focus on building their own 'paneled houses' while God's
spiritual temple and Kingdom priorities lie in neglect.

* Supernatural Provision: Operating with a Kingdom mindset shifts provision from natural dependence to divine supply.
As demonstrated when Peter retrieved the coin from the fish's mouth, God honors practical skills while providing through
His supernatural power.

7. Spiritual Maturity and Character Development

Spiritual maturity is a lifelong progression of leaving 'elementary teachings' to grow into the 'fullness of Christ.'

THE VIRTUE LADDER OF MATURITY

Indicators of Spiritual Growth (2 Peter 1:5-8): To remain fruitful and effective, a disciple must deliberately cultivate
these virtues in increasing measure:

1. Faith supplemented with Goodness (Moral Excellence)

2. Knowledge supplemented with Self-Control

3. Perseverance supplemented with Godliness

4. Brotherly Kindness crowned with Love (Agape)

* Shedding 'Spiritual Nappies': Disciples must advance beyond elementary topics of repentance and baptism to explore
the deeper, searchable truths of God.

* Testing against Scripture: God's Word acts as a spiritual mirror, exposing condition and driving heart alignment.

* Fruit over Gifts: True spiritual maturity is evaluated by the manifestation of Christlike character (Fruit of the Spirit)
rather than the mere operation of spiritual gifts.
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8. The Balance of Spirit and Word

A healthy disciple maintains a balanced walk, avoiding the dual traps of dry intellectualism and ungrounded emotionalism.

Dimension | Extreme Primary Focus & Emphasis Spiritual Pitfall & Danger

Intellectualism Relies exclusively on logic, rationalism, and ~ Quenches the Holy Spirit; denies the supernatural and
(Logos Only) written text. the Rhema (uttered) Word.
Charismania Focuses on sensory feelings, subjective Vulnerable to emotionalism, deception, and lack of
(Spirit Only) experiences, and 'hunches.’ sound doctrine.
Ideal Biblical Balance Grounded firmly in written Word (Logos) Produces a resilient, Spirit-empowered life resistant to
(Logos + Rhema) while open to active Spirit guidance temptation (as Jesus modeled).

(Rhema).

9. Baptisms and Setting Captives Free

The mandate of a disciple involves active participation in spiritual ordinances and the ministry of deliverance.

* Water Baptism: A normative covenant act in disciple-making signifying an outward death to self-reliance and
resurrection into a new life of faith.

* Spirit Baptism: The outpouring of the Holy Spirit (dunamis) that clothes the disciple with divine power, spiritual
wisdom, and the fear of the Lord.

MINISTRY MANDATE & DELIVERANCE

The Isaiah 61 Mandate: Following the pattern of Jesus, the disciple is anointed by the Holy Spirit to:
1. Preach good tidings to the poor.

2. Bind up the brokenhearted.

3. Proclaim liberty to captives and open prison doors to those who are bound.

4. Bestow the 'oil of joy' for mourning and the 'garment of praise' for a heavy spirit.

Discernment in Witness: By walking in the fullness of the Spirit (Isaiah 11) and the Beatitudes (Matthew 5), the disciple
becomes an effective witness—judging not by physical sight or hearsay, but by spiritual discernment and Kingdom truth.
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