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THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
COMPREHENSIVE TEACHING & STUDY NOTES

INSTRUCTOR & TEACHING OVERVIEW
This teaching guide provides a systematic, grounded breakdown of the identity, divine theology, and practical operation of the Holy
Spirit. Based on The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit by Riaan Engelbrecht, these notes explore the Spirit's personhood within the
Trinity, the transformative reality of the New Birth, the prophetic fulfillment of Biblical feasts, the divine anointing, and the spiritual map
embedded in the Tabernacle.

SECTION 1: THE IDENTITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Personality of the Holy Spirit
A foundational premise of Scripture is that the Holy Spirit is a Person, not an impersonal force, energy, or divine influence. A force
cannot be lied to, grieved, or offer personal fellowship. Biblical evidence explicitly demonstrates His distinct personhood:

• He Testifies: He speaks, hears, and reveals what He receives from the Father and Son (John 15:26).

• He Can Be Lied To: Peter confronts Ananias for lying directly to the Holy Spirit, explicitly identifying Him as God (Acts 5:3-4).

• He Can Be Grieved: Believers are commanded not to grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) — an emotional capacity unique to a loving
person.

• He Offers Fellowship: Believers are invited into genuine personal communion through 'the fellowship of the Holy Spirit' (2 Corinthians
13:14).

The Doctrine of the Trinity & Divine Order
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity — one God existing eternally in three distinct, simultaneous persons: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Plurality in unity is revealed in the Hebrew name for God, Elohim (a plural noun) and Genesis pronouns ('Let us
make man').

The Water Analogy: Just as water manifests in three distinct states (ice, liquid, steam) sharing the exact same chemical nature,
God manifests as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit sharing the same divine essence with distinct functional roles.
Divine Order of Function: A clear hierarchy exists within the Trinity. The Father is the ultimate source; the Son proceeds from the
Father; the Spirit is sent by the Son. The Spirit does not act independently, but speaks only what He hears (John 16:13-15).

Entity Role in Creation Role in Revelation

The Father The Thought / Ultimate Source The Unseen Source

The Son The Word calling creation forth The Word made flesh

The Holy Spirit The Deed making reality The Revealer / Conformer
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SECTION 2: THE NEW BIRTH AND BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT

The Necessity of Being 'Born Again'
According to John 3, being born of water and the Spirit is a dire necessity to see and enter the Kingdom of God. Seeing the
Kingdom means experiencing the manifested reality and power of God on earth.

• Moral Conformer: The Spirit transforms internal character. Without Him, religion degenerates into a system of 'dead rules' rather than a
living relationship.

• Mind Renewal: Natural human reasoning cannot comprehend spiritual truth. The Holy Spirit transforms the mind to see with the eyes of
Christ and understand with His heart.

Old vs. New Covenant: Indwelling & Baptism
• Old Testament Work: The Spirit 'came upon' select individuals (e.g., Saul, Samson) selectively and temporarily for specific tasks or

prophetic assignments.

• New Testament Work: The Spirit dwells within believers permanently, serving as the 'guarantee of our inheritance' (Ephesians
1:13-14).

• Purpose of Spirit Baptism: Empowering the believer to be an active witness, equipping them with spiritual gifts, and aligning them with
God's will through Truth.

SECTION 3: POWER TO BE WITNESSES: PENTECOST AND SHAVUOT

The Purpose of Pentecost
The outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2) was not for personal fame or wealth. Its primary purpose was to empower
believers to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. Fire symbolizes divine power, anointing, and purification. As prophesied in
Joel 2, this outpouring is universally offered to 'all flesh' across gender, age, and social status.

Prophetic Fulfillment of Biblical Feasts
The timing of Pentecost is inextricably linked to the Jewish festival of Shavuot (Feast of Weeks):

Feast / Covenant Historical Significance Spiritual & Prophetic Reality

Shavuot
(Old Covenant)

Celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai; birth of
the nation of Israel.

Law written on tablets of stone; external commandment.

Pentecost
(New Covenant)

Celebrates the giving of the Holy Spirit; birth of the
Church.

Law written on hearts of flesh (Jer. 31); internal
empowerment.

The Harvest Wheat harvest celebrating 'first fruits'. Believers as first fruits before final harvest at
Tabernacles.

SECTION 4: WALKING IN THE ANOINTING

The word anointing (Hebrew: mishchah) means 'to smear or spread a liquid.' Spiritually, it represents the presence and power of
the Holy Spirit smeared over the life of a believer.

• Consecration: In the Old Testament, oil consecrated kings and priests. In the New Covenant, every believer is an 'anointed priest' set
apart for holy service (1 Peter 2:5).

• The Sweet Aroma: Walking in the Spirit emits the 'sweet fragrance of Christ' through a lifestyle of purity, obedience, and daily intimacy
with God.

• Destroying Yokes: The anointing is the divine force that breaks bondage, shatters flawed mindsets, removes heavy burdens, and
overcomes negative emotional patterns.

• The Primary Teacher: According to 1 John 2:27, the Holy Spirit is the believer's chief Teacher. Human leaders equip the body, but
must never replace the Spirit. He guides believers into all truth, granting discernment to spot counterfeits and avoid the 'yeast' (false
doctrines) of religious tradition.
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SECTION 5: THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF THE TABERNACLE

The physical Tabernacle is a 'shadow of heavenly things,' delineating the believer's spiritual progression from the Outer Court to
the Holy of Holies.

Vessel Location Spiritual Significance & Operation

Bronze Altar Outer Court The Cross; sacrifice of the 'old man'; blood atonement.

Bronze Laver Outer Court Repentance; water baptism; daily washing by the Word of God.

Table of Showbread Holy Place Fellowship & communion; God as daily provider (Manna).

Golden Lampstand Holy Place Baptism of the Spirit; illumination; walking in the Seven-fold Spirit.

Altar of Incense Holy Place Worship & intercession; sweet aroma of prayers ascending.

The Veil Boundary Fleshly barrier torn by Christ's death, granting direct access.

Ark of the Covenant Holy of Holies Manifested Presence of God; Mercy Seat where sin is covered.

Moving Beyond the Veil: The objective of spiritual growth is to move past external religion ('attending church') and enter the Holy
of Holies within the soul. Because Jesus' death tore the veil, believers enjoy permanent, daily access to God's presence. The
Church is not a physical building but a living spiritual organism whose breath is the Holy Spirit and whose blood is the Blood of
Jesus.

SECTION 6: WALKING IN TRUTH AND VICTORY

The Three Witnesses on Earth (1 John 5)
1 John 5 identifies three distinct witnesses bearing testimony on earth:

• 1. The Blood: Provides cleansing, legal justification, and establishes the New Covenant.

• 2. The Water: Represents the ongoing washing of the Word and the commitment of water baptism.

• 3. The Spirit: Provides internal validation of divine sonship and power to live victoriously.

Life in the Spirit vs. Life in the Flesh
Believers are called to a 'mild revolution' of the soul — abandoning carnality, legalism, and dead tradition in exchange for the liberty
of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:17).
Maturity in the Spirit: Spiritual maturity is achieved not by human striving, but by continually yielding to the Spirit. As believers
receive the mind of Christ, they walk in spontaneous obedience, bearing the Fruit of the Spirit and exuding the sweet aroma of a
consecrated life.

TEACHING DISCUSSION & APPLICATION PROMPTS
1. Personhood Application: How does viewing the Holy Spirit as a Person rather than an abstract force change your daily prayer life
and fellowship?

2. Tabernacle Reflection: At which vessel in the Tabernacle journey are you currently spending most of your spiritual focus?

3. Anointing & Freedom: What 'yokes' or mindsets in your life need the breaking power of the Holy Spirit's anointing today?


