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STUDY GUIDE: EVANGELISM
The Duty, Message, and Practice of the Great Commission

Overview & Purpose: This study guide synthesizes the core biblical principles, theological foundations, and
practical methods of evangelism detailed in Evangelism by Riaan Engelbrecht (2021). Designed for personal
reflection or group study, each section outlines key concepts, scriptural grounding, and application points.

1. DEFINITION & UNIVERSAL CALL OF EVANGELISM

Etymology & Meaning: The English word 'evangelism' comes from the Greek noun euaggelion, meaning
'gospel' or 'good news'. In verb form (euaggelizesthai / euaggelizo), it means to announce, bring good news, or
preach glad tidings.

Duty of Every Believer: Evangelism is not restricted to full-time mandated ministers or specialists; it is the
fundamental work and duty of every disciple of Christ in fulfilling the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16–20). As
noted by Charles Spurgeon, 'Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor.'

True Measure of Success: Success in evangelism is defined not by how many converts one produces, but by
the faithful sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ and trusting God for the results (John 6:44).

Key Reflection: Evangelism begins right where you live—in your home, workplace, or local community
(Jerusalem), and extends outward to surrounding regions and the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

2. THE CORE GOSPEL MESSAGE

To preach the Gospel effectively, a disciple must clearly understand the essential elements of God's story:

• The Nature of God & Creation: God is the self-existent, eternal, triune Creator (Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit). He created humanity in His image (imago Dei) out of the outpouring of His love and perfection to
experience joy and fellowship.

• The Human Fall & Depravity: Human rebellion and sin (Genesis 3) created a great chasm and separation
between holy God and fallen humanity, introducing suffering, spiritual captivity, and death.

• Jesus Christ as Redeemer: Fully God and fully man, Jesus lived a life of perfect obedience, died a
substitutionary death on the cross to pay humanity's debt of sin, and rose on the third day, conquering death,
Satan, and sin (1 Corinthians 15:1–4).

• Salvation by Grace Through Faith Alone: Salvation cannot be earned through good works,
self-improvement, or penance; it is a gift of God received by faith in Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8–9).

3. THE FOUNDATION OF EVANGELISM

Based on 1 Corinthians 2:1–5, the apostle Paul outlines four key postures required for a God-centered
approach to evangelism:
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Principle Scriptural Insight (1 Cor 2:1–5) Practical Application

1. Reject Eloquence &
Human Wisdom

Paul did not rely on superior speech or
persuasive human wisdom.

Avoid salesmanship, manipulation, or
intellectual pride when presenting the
gospel.

2. Rely Exclusively on
the Cross

Paul determined to know nothing
except 'Jesus Christ and Him crucified'.

Keep the message centered on the
atonement and resurrection rather than
human opinions.

3. Possess Sense of
Inadequacy

Paul came 'in weakness and in fear
and in much trembling'.

Recognize that human effort alone cannot
convert a soul; God gives the increase.

4. Trust in the Holy Spirit Preaching relies on the 'demonstration
of the Spirit and of power'.

Depend entirely on Spirit-led boldness,
conviction, and divine guidance.

4. FIVE PERSONAL STYLES & APPROACHES TO EVANGELISM

Evangelism is not a rigid 'one-size-fits-all' formula. Based on individual personality and spiritual gifts, believers
can align with different biblical styles exemplified in Scripture:

Approach / Style Biblical Example Characteristics & Context

Confrontational Peter (Acts 2) Direct, bold declaration of truth; comfortable
engaging strangers or addressing crowd settings.

Intellectual /
Apologetic

Paul (Acts 17 at Areopagus) Logical, reasoned presentation of Scripture; defends
faith against philosophical & scientific objections.

Invitational Matthew / Samaritan Woman
(John 4)

Uses relational hospitality and personal connections
to invite friends and neighbors to meet Jesus.

Testimonial Blind Man Healed (John 9) Shares personal story of divine transformation: 'One
thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.'

Servanthood Jesus washing feet (John 13);
Good Samaritan

Demonstrates the love of Christ through practical
service, humility, and caring actions.

5. STATES OF READINESS & THE EVANGELIST'S DILEMMA

Four States of Listener Readiness: Effective witness requires discerning where a person stands in their
spiritual journey:

• 1. Hostile: Completely closed or angry towards God/church. Requires patient listening, sympathetic
engagement, and non-defensive prayer.

• 2. Skeptic: Plagued by intellectual or moral doubts (e.g., problem of suffering). Requires logical reasoning,
addressing specific objections, and modeling love.

• 3. Spectator: Open to concepts but unmotivated to apply them personally. Requires prompting reflection on
existential purpose, ultimate destiny, and personal testimony.

• 4. Seeker: Demonstrates tangible spiritual thirst drawn by the Father. Requires identifying final barriers,
clarifying the gospel, and guiding them across the finish line.
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The Evangelist's Dilemma & Divine Drawing: Because unbelievers are spiritually dead and depraved in
mind, heart, and will, no human can convert themselves or others (Luke 18:26). Salvation occurs when God
draws sincere hearts (John 6:44–45). God draws through a 4-step process in which believers participate: Being
Taught → Hearing → Learning → Coming to Christ.

6. KEY BIBLICAL METAPHORS & CASE STUDIES

• Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8): A blueprint of Spirit-led, individual evangelism. Philip
demonstrated prompt obedience, ran to the chariot, answered scriptural questions from Isaiah 53, preached
Jesus, and baptized him immediately.

• Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 9): Illustrates salvation and grace. Mephibosheth felt like a 'dead dog' in Lo-debar
('no pasture'), but King David restored him because of a covenant, granting him a permanent place to dine at
the King's table. Likewise, sinners are brought from obscurity into divine adoption.

• The Tale of Jonah: Warns against spiritual prejudice and self-centered comfort. Jonah ran from God's call to
Nineveh because he did not want his enemies saved. Evangelism requires aligning with God's heart of
mercy for all nations.

• Fishers of Men & Value of the One: Jesus called ordinary fishermen to become 'fishers of men' (Mark
1:17). While ministering to crowds, Jesus consistently prioritized individual souls (like the Parable of the Lost
Sheep in Matthew 18). True discipleship focuses on depth and personal care.

7. PRACTICAL CHECKLIST & REVIEW QUESTIONS

Practices for the Daily Evangelist:
1. Keep Jesus Christ at the center of every conversation.
2. Seek daily empowerment and direction from the Holy Spirit.
3. Study and meditate regularly on the Word of God.
4. Practice active listening, hospitality, and humble servanthood.
5. Commit to persistent prayer for specific friends and family members to know Christ.

Reflection & Discussion Questions:
1 1. Why is evangelism the obligation of all believers rather than a task limited to full-time mandated ministers?

2 2. Which of the 5 evangelism styles (Confrontational, Intellectual, Invitational, Testimonial, Servanthood)
aligns best with your personality?

3 3. How does the account of Philip and the Ethiopian demonstrate the importance of Holy Spirit guidance over
human planning?

4 4. What lessons can we learn from Mephibosheth's story regarding our identity in Christ and adoption into
God's family?

5 5. How can you practically overcome the temptation to prioritize personal comfort over reaching hostile or
skeptical individuals?


