THE PROPHETIC REALM: REAL AND
COUNTERFEIT

Comprehensive Teaching Notes & Master Study Guide

Course Target: Ministry Leaders, Bible Teachers, & Prophetic Primary Source Material: The Prophetic Realm Part One
Cohorts by Riaan Engelbrecht (2024)

Core Objective: Establishing Biblical Grounding, Character

Structure: 5-Module Systematic Curriculum
Refinement, & Discernment Y

Executive Overview for Instructors: This study guide provides a rigorous, source-grounded curriculum designed to
navigate prophetic ministry. In an era marked by spiritual confusion, commercialized prophecy, and sensationalism,
these notes establish the biblical mandate of the prophet: speaking the mind, heart, and will of God to bring
covenantal alignment. Teachers are urged to emphasize character over spiritual gifts and biblical discernment over
soulish imagination.

MODULE 1: FOUNDATIONS & THE BIBLICAL ROLE OF THE PROPHET

1. Covenantal Continuity Across Testaments: A foundational misconception in modern theology is that the Old
Covenant prophet and New Covenant prophet serve fundamentally opposite roles. Scripture demonstrates complete
continuity in purpose: whether speaking to ancient kings or modern church leaders, secular authorities, or corporate
bodies, the prophet is called to declare the uncompromised will, heart, and mind of God. What the prophet utters
contains correction, judgment, direction, wisdom, and encouragement to bring into alignment what has fallen out of
Kingdom alignment.

2. The Spokesperson Mandate: A true prophet stands in the council of the Lord before standing before the people.
Prophecy is directly linked with the promise of God—announcing salvation, blessing, and covenantal truth. Rather
than shrinking back into soft phrases like 'l feel led that maybe...", the commissioned prophet speaks with God-given
authority (‘'Thus says the Lord’).

3. 'Eating the Scroll' (Ezekiel 3:1-4): Before a prophet can speak heaven's decree, they must digest the entire
Word of God. Ezekiel was commanded to feed his belly with the scroll until it became sweet as honey. A true
spokesperson speaks only what has been thoroughly digested and integrated within their heart—never speaking
personal opinions, psychological assumptions, or unverified impressions.

Key Scripture Standard — Ezekiel 3:1-3 & Deuteronomy 18:18

"Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel... receive into your heart all My words
that | speak to you, and hear with your ears."

TEACHER & GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPT: DIGESTING THE SCROLL VS. PERSONAL OPINION

Ask students: What are the spiritual dangers when a minister speaks before 'digesting the scroll'? How can a prophetic
team cultivate a culture where personal bias is filtered out before delivering a word?
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MODULE 2: PROPHETIC CHARACTER & THE SECRET PLACE

1. Character Precedes Gifting: God grants gifts and awakens callings easily, but forging godly character requires a
slow, sacrificial journey of obedience and submission. True prophets are crafted in the lonely caverns and hidden
chambers where worldly ambition dies. A prophet's anointing is etched in scars and forged in patience. Before their
eyes are ablaze with holy visions, their soul must be scorched by God's presence.

2. Pure Fire vs. Profane Fire: Words spoken out of personal bitterness, unresolved offense, anger, or private
agendas release 'profane fire' (James 3). Wounded ministers who have not allowed God to heal their hearts become
dangerous liabilities—injecting toxic venom and judgment into the corporate Body.

3. Distinguishing the Cup of Rejection from a 'Spirit of Rejection': Rejection is an unavoidable cup for every true
prophet (Elijah, Jeremiah, Jesus). However, operating out of a spirit of rejection causes a prophet to become
paranoid, isolated, and defensive—believing 'it's me against the world.' Mature prophets embrace rejection as training
while remaining submitted to covenantal community and healthy spiritual fathering/mothering.

The Cup of Prophetic Rejection (Biblical) The Spirit of Rejection (Toxic/Unhealed)

Source & Root Fidelity to God's holy word; refusal to flatter man.  Unhealed wounds, pride, and personal
insecurity.
Heart Posture Grieves over rebellion; intercedes in love for Bitter, defensive, cynical, and retaliatory.
persecutors.
Relation to Authority Maintains humility; yields to godly correction. Interprets all correction as persecution or
rejection.
Fruit in Ministry Purifies the church; points believer to Christ. Breeds isolationism, 'me vs. the world' mentality.

Key Scripture Standard — Matthew 7:15-16 & James 3:5-6

"You will know them by their fruits... The tongue is a small part of the body, yet it boasts of great things. See how great a
forest is set on fire by a small spark!"

TEACHER & GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPT: EXAMINING MOTIVES & HIDDENNESS

Discuss: Why does God insist on burying prophetic candidates in obscurity before granting public platforms? What signs
indicate that a minister is operating out of an unhealed wound rather than the Holy Spirit?
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MODULE 3: DISCERNING THE REAL VS. THE COUNTERFEIT

1. Confronting 'Prophetic Mafias': In many contemporary settings, prophecy has been reduced to a commercial
product with a price tag. 'Prophetic cartels' or 'mafias’ demand financial seed-sowing for destiny activation, charge
fees for personal words, and use weaponized utterances to enforce fear and control ('If you leave this ministry,
disaster will strike"). This is spiritual extortion wrapped in religious jargon.

2. Three Biblical Tests of Authenticity:

* The Test of Fruit & Character (Matthew 7:15-20): Is the minister walking in humility, holiness, and the fruit of the
Spirit, or in self-exaltation and greed?

* The Test of Scriptural Alignment (Deut 18:15-22, 1 Thess 5:20-22): Does the utterance strictly agree with
written Scripture without adding or subtracting?

» The Test of Fulfillment & Christ-Centeredness (Rev 19:10): Does the word come to pass, and does its ultimate
trajectory glorify Jesus Christ alone?

3. Discernment vs. Imagination: Discernment originates from the Holy Spirit in the human spirit, judging between
truth and error. Imagination flows from the soul (mind, emotions, unrenewed subconscious). When ministers operate
out of uncurtailed imagination, they conjure up conspiracies, false spiritual attacks, and double-minded
assumptions—confusing human mental energy with divine revelation.

Evaluation Category Authentic Prophetic Ministry Counterfeit / Prophetic Mafia

Primary Motivation Glory of God, alignment with Kingdom truth, Monetary gain, personal fame, influence,
repentance. self-exaltation.

Financial Policy Freely received, freely given; no price tags on Seed-sowing for words, fees for consultation
revelation. ('ATMSs").

Relational Impact Edifies, comforts, points believer directly to Fosters dependency, manipulation, fear, and
Christ. control.

Source & Method Holy Spirit revelation, grounded strictly in Soulish imagination, cold reading, divination,
Scripture. psychic tricks.

Key Scripture Standard — Ezekiel 13:3 & 1 John 4:1

"Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!... Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits, whether they are of God."

TEACHER & GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPT: EXPOSING SPIRITUAL EXTORTION

Small Group Exercise: Read Ezekiel 13 and 2 Peter 2. Identify the specific tactics false prophets use to 'make
merchandise' of believers. How can congregations safeguard themselves against charm and manipulative rhetoric?
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MODULE 4: DIVERSITY OF PROPHETIC EXPRESSIONS

1. Hebrew Categorization & Metron (2 Cor 10:13): Scripture utilizes distinct terms for prophetic reception:
* Nabi: The spokesperson—one from whom revelation 'bubbles forth like a fountain' (Jeremiah).

» Roeh: The 'Seer' who perceives visions, dreams, and signs in creation (Samuel).

» Hozeh: The visionary who sees ecstatic heavenly dimensions and future events (Amos, Gad).

Ministers must operate within their assigned metron (sphere of authority) without envious overreach.

2. Broad Spectrum of Expressions: Prophecy extends beyond verbal preaching: Prophetic Actions (Ezekiel's
siege model, Jeremiah's belt), Prophetic Worship (David's psalms), Dream Interpretation (Daniel, Joseph), and
Prophetic Teaching (Moses).

MODULE 5: WATCHMEN, MENTORSHIP, & RESTORING HOLY ORDER

1. The Watchman Mandate (Ezekiel 33): Stationed upon spiritual walls, watchmen discern shifts, sound alarms, and
intercede. If a watchman sees approaching danger and remains silent out of fear, God holds them accountable for the
blood of the people.

2. Reestablishing the 'Sons of the Prophets': Isolation creates vulnerability. God is restoring covenantal
mentorship (the Elijah-Elisha model) to train emerging generations. Candidates must move from 'prophetic orphans’
to disciplic sons/daughters anchored in local accountability.

3. Distinguishing Holy from Common (Ezekiel 44:23): Ministers must teach God's people the strict distinction
between what is holy (sanctified for God) and what is common (secular). Offering unauthorized, profane fire (Nadab &
Abihu) invites spiritual judgment.

Role / Dimension Core Responsibility Kingdom Outcome

Spiritual Watchman Discerner of spiritual threats; sounds alarm in Protects congregation from stealth
intercession. deception & ambush.

Covenantal Mentor Pours skill, character, and accountability into Eliminates 'prophetic orphans'; ensures
emerging ministers. pure lineage.

Priestly Discerner Teaches the difference between holy/common and Restores the fear of the Lord and
clean/unclean. reverent worship.

TEACHER & GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPT: FINAL COVENANTAL ALIGNMENT & ACTION PLAN

Final Reflection: What concrete steps will your team take to establish a 'School of the Prophets' anchored in
accountability, scripture study, and watchman intercession?
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