THE TRINITY AND THE BAPTISM

Foundational Teaching Notes & Discipleship Study Guide

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & INSTRUCTIONAL INTENT

Course Overview: These teaching notes synthesize the biblically-grounded theological foundations set forth in Riaan
Engelbrecht's work 'The Trinity and the Baptism: Foundational Stones of the Disciple'. Designed for pastors, Bible teachers, and
students, this study guide systematizes seven modules covering Gospel reconciliation, true discipleship, the mystery and history of
the Trinity, the attributes of God the Father, the deity of Jesus Christ, the personhood of the Holy Spirit, and the theology and
practice of Water and Spirit Baptism.
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GOSPEL RECONCILIATION & THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

1.1 The Essence of the Gospel Message

Evangelism and Christian instruction begin with the story of God and His relationship with humanity. Humanity was created
in the imago Dei (image of God) to experience perfect community, joy, and worship under God's authority. However, Adam
and Eve's sinful rebellion created a profound spiritual chasm, saturating creation with disease, suffering, and condemnation.
Reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18) means 'to restore and reconnect' fallen humanity to God through the sacrificial Blood of Jesus
Christ.

The Gospel is succinct yet profound: God loves humanity; all people are sinful and incapable of self-redemption; Jesus
Christ is God's exclusive provision for sin; and salvation is received individually by faith alone (Eph. 2:8-9). As the preacher
C.H. Spurgeon famously summarized: ‘Christ died for me." True disciples are mandated as ministers of reconciliation,
proclaiming this unadulterated message.

1.2 Defining a True Disciple (Greek: Mathetes)

In the New Testament, the Greek word transliterated as mathetes (derived from manthano, meaning 'to learn’) occurs
roughly 264 times in the Gospels and Acts. A disciple is literally a ‘learning one'—an apprentice or imitator who gains
instruction from a master tradesman and actively acts upon it. A disciple does not merely absorb abstract information, but
translates truth into practical obedience.

Four Non-Negotiable Marks of a Disciple:

o Abiding in the Word (John 8:31): Hearing, aligning with, and continuously remaining in agreement with Christ's
commandments rather than human traditions or denominational dogmas.

o Supreme Priority of Christ (Luke 14:26; Matt. 10:37): Subordinating all earthly family relationships and personal
desires below allegiance to King Jesus. Valuing anything above Christ constitutes idolatry.

o Denying Self & Carrying the Cross (Luke 14:27; Matt. 16:25): Dying daily to pride, envy, self-centeredness, and carnal
ambition to walk in Christ's newness of life.

« Spirit-Led Action: Relying entirely upon the Holy Spirit for wisdom, counsel, and power to fulfill the Great Commission
(Matt. 28:18-20).

MYSTERY & BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THE TRINITY

2.1 Definition and Biblical Witness

The doctrine of the Trinity asserts that there is one God existing co-eternally in three distinct Persons: God the Father,
God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit. While the exact term 'Trinity’ is not found in Scripture, the triune nature
of God is revealed throughout biblical revelation. The Old Testament established uncompromising monotheism (Deut. 6:4:
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'Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one") while simultaneously dropping implicit indicators of plurality—such as
the Hebrew plural noun Elohim (Gen. 1:1) and plural divine pronouns ('Let us make man in our image', Gen. 1:26; 11:7).

New Testament Scriptures explicitly present the Father as God (John 6:27), the Son as God (John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9), and
the Holy Spirit as God (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor. 3:16). Triadic formulas appear in key passages such as Matthew 28:19 (‘baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit") and 2 Corinthians 13:14.

2.2 Subordination and Functional Roles within the Godhead

Scripture reveals an internal order and relational hierarchy (subordination of function, not of deity) within the Trinity. The Son
submits to the Father, and the Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son. In creation and redemption, their distinct roles
harmoniously interact:

Person of Godhead Primary Creation Role Primary Redemption Role Scriptural Witness

God the Father The Thought & Source behind all Initiative, planning salvation, sending Son 1 Cor. 8:6; John 3:16
creation

God the Son (Jesus) The Word calling creation into Agent of redemption, sacrifice on Cross John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-20
being

God the Holy Spirit The Deed & Power making creation = Regeneration, sanctification, empowerment Gen. 1:2; Titus 3:5; Acts
reality 1:8

2.3 Refuting Historical Trinitarian Heresies

Throughout church history, human rationalism has attempted to simplify the mystery of the Trinity, giving rise to theological
errors. Teachers must equip believers to identify and refute these unbiblical positions:

Theological Error Historical /| Modern Core False Teaching Biblical Correction
Form

Modalism / Sabellianism 3rd C. Sabellius; Modern Claims God is a single person Scripture shows simultaneous
Oneness / 'Jesus Only' manifesting in 3 successive modes co-existence: at Jesus' baptism, Son is
(Father in OT, Son in Gospels, Spirit in water, Spirit descends as dove,
today). Father speaks from heaven (Matt.
3:16-17).
Dynamic Monarchianism Adoptionism / Early Denied Christ's eternal deity, claiming John 1:1 & Col. 1:16 affirm Christ is the
Unitarianism Jesus was merely a human inhabited pre-existent, eternal God through whom
uniquely by divine power. all creation was made.
Arianism Arius (4th C.); Modern Taught 'there was when He was Council of Nicaea (325 AD) affirmed
Jehovah's Witnesses not'—that the Son was the highest Christ as homoousios (of the exact
created being, not fully God. same substance/essence with the
Father).

KNOWING GOD THE FATHER

3.1 The Divine Name and Eternal Nature

At the burning bush (Exodus 3:14), God revealed His sacred personal name to Moses: Ehye 'aser 'ehye ('l AM WHO | AM'
or 'l Will Be Who | Will Be'), compressed into the four-letter sacred name YHVH (Tetragrammaton, occurring over 6,800
times in the OT). This name conveys self-existence, eternal timeliness, and unchangeable faithfulness. God the Father is
eternal (Ps. 90:2), Omnipresent (encompassing all creation, Ps. 139:7-12), Omnipotent (all-powerful, Rev. 19:6), and
Omniscient (all-knowing).

3.2 Covenant Fatherhood and Jesus' Model of Prayer

While God is the general Creator of humanity, He is specifically the Redemptive Father to those brought into covenant.
Under the New Covenant, believers receive the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry 'Abba, Father!" (Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15).
Jesus revealed the Father's loving, protective, and disciplining nature (Heb. 12:3-11). When Jesus prayed to the Father
(e.g., Luke 23:34, 46), He did so because He had fully embraced genuine humanity (Phil. 2:6-8). Prayer revealed
dependence, obedience, and relational intimacy as the perfect Man, not any inferiority of divine essence.
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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

4.1 Dual Nature & Old Testament Fulfillment

Jesus Christ is the central focal point of all Scripture. He is fully God (second Person of the Trinity) and fully human—born of
a virgin, living a sinless life, dying a penal substitutionary death on a Roman cross, and rising bodily from the dead. In His
earthly ministry, Jesus fulfilled nearly 300 Old Testament prophecies regarding His lineage, birthplace, miracles, and
suffering (Isa. 53).

4.2 The Seven 'l AM' Declarations in John's Gospel

By applying the Old Testament covenant name 'l AM' (Yahweh) to Himself, Jesus explicitly claimed full deity (John 8:58).
His seven metaphorical 'l AM' statements outline His redemptive sufficiency:

o 1.'l am the Bread of Life' (John 6:35): Spiritual sustenance for eternal life.

o 2.'l am the Light of the World' (John 8:12): Divine illumination dispelling spiritual darkness.

¢ 3.'l am the Door of the Sheep' (John 10:7): The exclusive entrance into God's kingdom.

. 'l am the Good Shepherd' (John 10:11): Sacrificial love laying down His life for His flock.

. 'l am the Way, the Truth, and the Life' (John 14:6): The single Mediator connecting humanity to the Father.
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o 5.'l am the Resurrection and the Life' (John 11:25): Triumphant power over physical and spiritual death.
e 6
7

e 7.'l am the True Vine' (John 15:1): The source of spiritual vitality and fruitfulness.

THE PERSON & WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

5.1 Personhood vs. Impersonal Force

A critical teaching point in pneumatology is that the Holy Spirit is a real divine Person, not an impersonal energy, electric
spark, or mystical force. Scripture attests that the Holy Spirit possesses intellect, emotion, and divine will: He speaks and
teaches (John 15:26; 16:13), can be lied to (Acts 5:3-4), can be grieved by sin (Eph. 4:30), offers personal fellowship (2 Cor.
13:14), and intercedes for believers (Rom. 8:26).

5.2 Pentecost (Shavuot) & The Outpouring

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 occurred precisely on the Jewish festival of Shavuot (Pentecost—50 days after
Passover). Historically, Shavuot celebrated the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, where Israel became a kingdom of
priests under the Old Covenant. Prophetically, Pentecost marked the birth of the Church under the New Covenant, fulfilling
Joel 2:28 and Jeremiah 31:33: God writes His law directly upon human hearts of flesh rather than stone tablets, dwelling
within believers as His living temples.

WATER & SPIRIT BAPTISM

6.1 Nature, Distinction, and Order of Baptism

Scripture reveals two interconnected dimensions of baptism: Water Baptism (external commitment, separation from sin,
ritual purification) and Spirit Baptism (internal infilling, spiritual rebirth, divine empowerment for service). Both roots trace
back to Jewish custom—water immersion being the t'vilah in a mikvah (pool of living water), symbolizing death, womb, and
rebirth.

m Primary Symbolism Scriptural Mandate Role in Disciple's Journey

Water Baptism Public declaration, separation from Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. Essential step of obedience and
world, dying to old fleshly life, mikvah 3:21 sanctification following faith in Christ.
rebirth.

Spirit Baptism Infilling of Holy Spirit, receiving Acts 1:8; John 3:5; Acts 19:1-6 Imperative for spiritual maturity,
spiritual power, gifts, and fruit for kingdom victory, and effective
ministry. witness.
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6.2 Essentiality for Salvation vs. Discipleship Walk

Is Water or Spirit Baptism required for initial justification? No. Salvation is strictly received by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ alone, as demonstrated by the thief on the cross (Luke 23:40-43) who was never baptized yet promised
paradise. However, baptism is of direr necessity for discipleship, spiritual power, and ongoing sanctification. A
person who claims to follow Christ yet refuses baptism lives in direct disobedience to the Lord's mandate.

6.3 Believer's Immersion vs. Infant Baptism

The New Testament Greek word baptizo literally means 'to wash or fully immerse'. Scripture consistently presents
conscious hearing, repentance, and personal faith as prerequisites to baptism (Acts 16:32-33; Acts 8:36-37). Infants cannot
exercise conscious faith or choose separation from sin; parents may dedicate infants, but scriptural baptism requires
personal belief.

6.4 Who Holds Authority to Baptize?

A widespread misconception claims that only ordained clergy (pastors, priests) can perform baptisms. Scripture refutes this
clerical hierarchy. The Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20) and the signs of Mark 16:15-18 were given to ALL disciples. In
Acts 8, Philip (an evangelist/deacon, not an apostle) baptized the Ethiopian eunuch immediately upon his profession of faith.
Any Spirit-filled, baptized disciple led by God has the spiritual authority to baptize converts in water and lay hands on
believers for Spirit baptism.

THE THREE WITNESSES & DISCIPLESHIP SYNTHESIS

7.1 The Heavenly and Earthly Testimony (1 John 5:6-8)

In 1 John 5:6-8, Scripture sets forth a profound principle of spiritual validation through three witnesses in heaven and three
on earth:

THE DUAL TRIAD OF WITNESSES & PRACTICAL TAKEAWAYS

'For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are
three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.’ (1 John 5:7-8)
DISCIPLESHIP & MINISTRY SYNTHESIS:

* Building on the True Foundation: Jesus Christ is the sole cornerstone (1 Cor. 3:11). Human traditions, self-effort, and secular
philosophies fail.

» Embracing the Full Godhead: Reject modalistic ('Jesus Only') and tritheistic distortions. Honor the Father, glorify the Son, and
walk in the Spirit.

» Mobilizing Every Believer: Every Christian is an active, Spirit-empowered withess—called to preach, make disciples, and
baptize as the Lord leads.
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